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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGIONS 

COLUMBIA TOOL STEEL CO 

230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604 

REPLY TO ATTENTION OF: 
5HR-JCK-13 

RE: ILD005144233 171476 
ATTN: ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR 
400 E LINCOLN HWY 
CHICAGO HTS IL 60411 

400 E LINCOLN HWY 
CHICAGO HEIGHTS IL 60411 

Dear Illinois Hazardous Waste Handler: 

Our record~ indicate th~t. you have not yet submitted a response to 
the 1989 Waste Minimization Report package sent to you earlier this 
year. 

Under the provisions of 40 CFR 262.41, 264.75 and 265.75 of the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, you were required to submit 
your 1989 Waste Minimization Reports by March 1, 1990. If a site­
specific extension was requested the due date would have been 
extended to no later than April 15, 1990. You must complete and 
submit your Waste Minimization Report to the address specified 
below. 

Call ( 312) 886-4001 if you did not receive the above-specified 
package or if you have any questions. 

Sincerely yo~rs, 

,i~ ;/ l-ItYt; ~ 
Judy K~rtcher 

U.S. EPA Region V 
RCRA Activities 
P.O. Box A-3587 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Acting Associate Director, Office of RCRA 
waste Management Division 

(1 

IV) 
( I 





UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 5 

230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST. 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604 

RE: EPA ID II:JLlJ CJ«;c/cf,;<-:::;3 

In response to your request of~I1/;T!(/ !9f'7the 

has been updated: . 

REPLY TO THE ATTE.."*TION OF: 

RCRA ACTIVITIES 

11·4'MM !987 

following infonnation 

{P~ ~ ~~ /c~~~-
L-(1 ) 

7/_-.C.Qi{~.Lj, "'.fl.--':~"-7 CJ-'u2~; 

If you have 

(,'-. .__ V..YV'. 

Arthur S. a tachi 

Information Unit 
Program Management Sect ion 

cc: State Agency 
Fi 1 e 



... 
COLUMBIA 
... TOOL STEEL COMPANY 

MAIN OFFICE AND WORKS • CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL 60411 
312/7 57-5353 TELEX 25-6163 

r L]) OOS"" J44 :J-33 August 8 , 1983 

G-) TS.D) ~ )fftS 1 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region V 
230 South Dearborn St . 
Chicago , IL 60604 

Attn : Mr . Karl J. Klepitsch 

Dear Sir : 

By means of this letter , Columbia Tool Steel Company is 
requesting that our interim·. permit , USEPA ID No. ILD- 005- 144-233 , 
as a waste management facil i ty be withdrawn and that Co l umbia Tool 
Steel Company will only be regarded as a hazardous waste genator 
and not a treatment, storage and disposal facility. We do have 
a permit as a generator at this time , but because of all the legal 
and financial requirements that need to be met in order to have a 
permit as a storage facility we find that it is not feas i ble at 
this time to remain a temporary storage facility. 

If you , or one of your peop l e, would contact my office so 
that we can disc uss what steps must be taken to facilitate this 
cancel lation of our interim permit, I will do everything that is 
required to expedi te this withdrawal . 

Thank you for your help in this matter. I will be waiting 
to hear from you in the near future as to what information is required 
f r om us to cancel the permit . 

Very truly yours , 

!7-/~ 
Bryan L . Boettger 
Manager-Operations 

BLB : apr 

cc : Mr . Andrew Vollmer 
Illinoi s EPA 
Di vision of Land Pollution Control 
2200 Churchi ll Rd . 
Spr i ngfield , Illinois 62706 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
BRANCH 

Industry's tool steel service center. -------------.. 
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MAR 16 1982 _-
Bryan Boettger ... . . . _ 

UN IT ED STATES 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION V 

230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST. 

-___cfi'ICAGO. ILLINOIS 60604 

400· E. L i nco 1 i1 ·Hi ghwa~=::­
Chicago Heights / 'lL 60411 

·-· .. 

· ~EPLY TOAn'EriiTION OF: 

RCRA ACTIV-ITIES 

RE: Interim S~atus AcknGw1edgement USEPA ID No •. ILD .005 -144. 233 · 
FACILITY NAME-: Columb:ia '~ ro:ol ' rS'teel. C-ompany .· ...:. . ·-

Dear Mn.- s·oe~tt-9er :. · 

.This is to acknowledge -that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US£PA} 
has completed ·processins· your· Part A ·Hazardous Waste .Permi.t AppJ~cation. It 
is ·the opinjon of --this office ·that the i .nfonnation submitted is complete and 
that you. as an owner or operator of a hazardous waste management facility. have 
met ·the requirements. of Sect~ion- 3005f.e') of the Resource Conservation. and Recovery­
Act (RCRA] for lnt:erim.Status. However, s-hould USEPA obtain i .nfQrmat:fon .which 

i:"' ·. ·. · ;.ndi:cates· that yo.ur applioc·ation was incomplete or inaccurate, you· may . be · requested · 
~- ,· . to provide· further .documentatiDn of your .-.claim for Interim Status. Our opinton . . t': wi 11 be ·reevaluat~d on-:_:th~ .basis :of t~is - infonnation. 

.I 

~;··::·' ".:--::..:~· As-:~;ri~-6;m~.,. "or 6per~tor :c o{ :a "hazard.ous'· :waste nanagerrent facility' y~ a~e r~uir'ed . . . l 
.. . t ·o canply· with the interim .status standards ·as prescribed in 40 CFR. Parts 122 and 

265, or with State rules and regulations in those States which have been authorized 
under Section 3006 of RCRA. In addit·ion, you are reminded that operating under 
interim status does not relieve you from the need to comply with all applicable 
State and local requirements. 

' .:.·. 

::.-· 
r 

The · pr intout enclosed. with this 1 etter ·id-entifies the limit(s) of the process 
design capacities your facility m~ use during the interim status period. This 
info nnati on was obtained fran _your Part "A Pennit· appl i cation. If yo.u wish to 
handle new.· wastes, to change .processes, to increase the . design capacity of existi-ng 
·processes., or to change CMn-ership or operational control of the facility, you ·may 
do· so .only as provided in 40 CFR Sections 122.22 and 122.23. 

As stated in the first paragraph of this letter, you have met the requirements 
of 40 CFR Part 122.23; your facility may operate under interim status until such 
time· as a penn_it is issued or denied. This will be preceded by a request from 
this offi~e or the State (if authorized) for Part B of your application. Please 
contact Arthur Kawatachi of my staff at (312) 886-7449, if you have a~ questions 
concerning this l~tter or the enclosure. 

Enclosure 



Form Approved. OMB No. 2050-0028. Expires 9-30-88. 
Please GSA No. 0246-EPA-OT 

cy 

Notification of Hazardous Waste Activity 

Please refer to the Instructions for 
Filing Notification before completing 
this form . The information requested 
here is required by law (Section 
30 of the Resource Conservation 

H~>o~nv~>rv Act). 

lXI 1 a. Generator 0 1 b. Less than 1.000 kg/ mo. 

0 2. Transporter 

0 3. Treater/ Storer/ Disposer 

0 4. Underground Injection . 

0 5. Market or Burn Hazardous Waste Fuel 
(enter ·x· and mark appropriate boxes below) 

0 a. Generator Marketing to Burner 

0 b. Other Marketer 

0 

0 6. Off-Specification Used Oil Fuel 
(enter ·x· and mark appropriate boxes be/of{ECElVED 

0 a. Gen, rator rarky~g f? .. B~'ne{~ I '~ [{., . . ' -
0 b. Other M 'rk~r l!J lS U ~ J ¥-\lf'q~· J 1~8/ 
0 c. Burner -

0 7. Specification Used Oil P;jjtWM:ari(etGr (ojg5'd£Pe!~ 
Who Ftrst Clatms the Oil 16te'its ~e'spec-m'catton 

k ·x· in the appropriate box to indicate whether this is your installation 's first notification of hazardous waste activity or a subsequent 
ification. If this is not your first notification, enter your installation 's EPA ID Number in the space provided below. 

0 A. First Notification IXJ B. Subsequent Notification (complete i tem C) 

EPA Form 8700-12 (Rev. 1 1-85 ) Previous edttion is obsolete. Continue on reverse 



ID - For Official Us 'Only 
c-
1 

IX 01 '(co~ trom ro 
[A. Hazardous Wastes from Nons.pecific Sources. Enter the four~digit number from 40 CFR Part 261.31 for each listed hazardous waste 

from nonspecific sources your 1nstaUation handles. Use additional sheets if necessary. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

I I l I I I I I I I I I 1 I I 

. 

I 
! 

7 8 9 TO 11 12 

I I I I~ I l I I I ! I I I l ! 
! 

i. 

: 

! 

·, 

B. Hazardous Wastes from Specific Sources. Enter the four~d1git number from 40 CFR Part 261.32 for each listed hazardous wast8 hom 
specific sources your installation handles. Use additional sheets if necessary. 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

K Ia [611 
I ! 

I I I ! 
I I I 

i 
i I I I 

I 
19 20 21 E 23 24 

I I I I I I I I I I I I ! l I j 
I 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

I i i \ I I \ 
II I :i I ': 

I i 
: I! 

i i ! 
·. 

I 
:c. CommerciaJ Chemical Product Hazardous Wastes. Enter the four-digit number from 40 CFR Part 261.33 for each chemicaf substance 

your insta!latton handles which may be u hazardous waste_ Use addttional sheets if necessary. 

31 32 33 34 35 36 

I I I !, i 1, ! !, I, :, I I 
1. i I I, I I 

37 38 39 40 41 "' 
I I I I 

i 
I 

I 
i 

I 
i I 

: 

I I I 

: I 1~ 
I 

43 44 45 46 47 48 

I i I 
; 

i I I I 

: 
! I 

! 
.. 

' 
i ! ! i : 

: 

D. listed Infectious Wastes. Enter the f<Jur-dtgit number from 40 CFR Part 261.34 for each hazardous waste from hosp;tals, veterinary has-
pita Is, or medical and research laboratories your installation bandies. Use additional sheets if necessary. 

49 50 I 51 52 53 54 

:, 

'· 
;! 

'I 

' 

I 

1-T ·
1 

-r--
'! 

'i 

I 

. ~-

i : I i ' I ' 
i i 

• I I 

E. Characteristics of Nonlisted Hazardous Wastes. Mark 'X' in tt1e boxes corresponding to the char3cteristics of non listed hazardous wastes 
your installation handles. (See 40 CFR Potts 261.21- 26!_24) 

01 . ' D 2. Corrosive D 3. Reactive D 4. Toxic · it§a7: (0002) 10003! (0000) 

lXI. 

I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in 
this and all attached documents, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for 
obtaining the information, I belie 'lie that the submitted information is true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that 
there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment. 

Signature f Name and Official Title (type or print) 

~~i~/~7 Jvdlvo.· f' . f William E. Innes 
,;.;~~· Plant Engineer 

EPA Form 8700-12 (Rev. 11-85) Reverse 



&EPA ACKNOWlEDGEMENT OF NOTIFICATION 
OF HAZARDOUS WASTE ACTIVITY 

(VERIFICATION) 

This is to acknowledge that you have filed a Notification of Hazardous Waste Activity for 
the installation located at the address shown in the box below to comply with Section 3010 
of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). Your EPA Identification Number 
for that installation appears in the box below. The EPA Identification Number must be in­
cluded on all shipping manifests for transporting hazardous wastes; on all Annual Reports 
that generators of hazardous waste, and owners and operators of hazardous waste treatment, 
storage and disposal facilities must file with EPA; on all applications for a Federal Hazard­
ous Waste Permit; and other hazardous waste management reports and documents required 
under Subtitle C of RCRA. 

• 
EPA I.D. NUMBER -: 

INSTALLATION ADDRESS ).IBi 

EPA Form 870D-12B 14·80) 

REACKNOMLEDGEMENT 

:COLUMBIA TOOl. S'I:EEL COMPANY 
iiOO E LINCOLN HWY 
CfllCAGO HTS . II. 

400 E LINCOLN HMY 
CHICAGO HTS n. 

, 



INSTALLA­
TION'S EPA 
J.D. NO. 

I N STA LLA· 

II. ""[.,I~I~ING 
A DDR ESS 

L OCATION 
Ill OF I NST A L­

L ATION 

U.S. E N .)NM E NT AL PROTECTION A GENCY 

NOTI FICAT!ON OF HAZARDOUS WASTE ACTIVITY 

I LDO 0 ;::; 144~::33 

C:C!LUl'lB! f"l TOCIL.. 
::H :! 0 E: L H·iCCrU··i 
C:f··i l C:f1GCJ 1·11··:::;: .t 

;;;:TEEL C:Crl'1!'::!"lf'·i\''+' 
HJ..J'·,·' 

·r 1 
J. L •. £:.04 tf·ooo6t 

~DO E LINCOLN HWY 
CHICAGO HTS, IL 60411 

AUG lit 80 

Form Approved OMB No. 158·579016 
GSA No. 0246-EPA-OT 

I INSTRUCTIONS: If you received a preprinted 
label, affix it in the space at left. If any of t he · 
informat ion on the label is incorrect , draw a line 
through it and supply the correct information 
in the appropriate sectio n below . If the label is 

t complete and correct, leave Items I, II, and Il l 
below blank. If you did not receive a preprinted 
label, complete all items. "Installation" means a 

, single site where hazardous waste is generated, 
treated, stored and/or disposed of, or a trans­
porter's principal place of business. Please refer 
to the INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING NOTIF I­
CATION before completing this form . The· 

I information requested herein is required by law 
(Section 3010 of the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act). 

CONTINUE ON REVERSE 



A. HAZARDOUS WASTES FROM NON-SPECIFIC SOURCES. Enter the four-digit number from 40 CFR Part 261.31 for each listed hazardous 
waste from non-specific sources your installation handles. Use additional sheets if necessary. 

B. HAZARDOUS WASTES FROM SPEC1F1C SOURCES. Enter the four-digit number from 40 CFR Part 261.32 for each listed hazardous waste from 
specific industrial sources your installation handles. Use additional sheets if necessary. 

C, COMMERCIAL CHEMICAL PRODUCT HAZARDOUS WASTES. Enter the four-digit number from 40 CFR Part 261.33 for each chemical sub­
staj1c~ your installatlonJ}and-les'which may be a hazardoUs waste. Use additional sheets if necessary: 

D. LISTED INFECTIOUS WASTES. Enter the four-digit number from 40 CFR Part 261.34 for each listed hazardous waste from hospitals, veterinary 
hospitals, medical and resea;rch laboratories your installation handles. Use additional sheets if necessary. 

E. CHARACTER1STICS OF NON-LISTED HAZARDOUS WASTES, Mark ''X" in the boxes corresponding to the characteristics of non-listed 
hazardous wastes-' your instaiiBtio'n handles. {See 40 CFR Parts 261.21- 261.24.) 

[i] 1. IGNJT ABLE 
{Q001.} 

I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in this and all 
attached documents, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for obtaining the information, 
I believe that the submitted information is true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for sub~ 

including the possibility of fine and imprisonment. 

8/13/80 



., 

February 4, 1999 

Donna Keppler 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
PO Box 19276 
Springfield, IL 62794 

.Tl. 0 oos lR{i tti w ~ ~ 
FEB 1 8 1999 

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT BRANCH 
Waste, Pesticides & Toxics Division 

U.S. EPA- REGION 5 
Re: Columbia Aluminum, Inc. (Metal Mark, Inc.) name change to IMCO Recycling of 

Illinois Inc. 
Illinois EPA ID No. 03 10450014 

Dear Ms. Keppler: 

Please be advised that Columbia Aluminum, Inc., a division of Metal Mark, Inc., located 
in Chicago Heights, Illinois, (Illinois Generator ID number 0310450014) has had a name 

J change to IMCO Recycling of Illinois Inc. The company, IMCO Recycling of Illinois 
· Inc., also ~Wns a facility m Miner, Missouri. IMCO Recycling of Illinois Inc. is a wholly 

owned subsidiary ofiMCO Recycling Inc., whose corporate office is located at 5215 No. 
O'Connor Blvd., Irving, Texas 75039. 

If you have any questions, please call me at (972) 401-7393 or Larry Lipa at (708) 758-
8888. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Steven K. Curreri 
Manager, Corporate Environmental Affairs 

cc: L. Lipa- Chicago Heights 

RCRA 1-<l:.l. .-<u.:i t<lJUM 
Waste, Pest1c1des & Toxics Division 

ll S. EPA- REGION 5 () tJI:­
l" 'h'VJ..J- 2h()ft1 Ce ntral Tower a t Will iams Squa re + 5215 North O'Conno r Blvd., Suite 940 + Irving, Texas 75039 + (214) 869-6575 + Fax (214) 869-6556 
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Executive Department 

CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL 60411 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
RCRA Activities 
Region V 

February 22, f1984 

P . 0 . Box A3587 
Chicago , IL 

(\ 
\ '· F

,.., 
t 

) 

Attention : Mr. Karl J. Klepitsch 

Re : 
Facility Name: 

U. S. EPA/ID No.: 

Dear Sir : 

Permit Application Withdrawal"· Letter 
Columbia Tool Steel Company 
ILD 005 144 233 r; TS I) DA - 9' I J r 

'• 
.L....t -!..:~ 

Per your letter of January 26, 1984, Columbia Tool Steel Company 
is by means of this letter , resubmitting our request for withdrawal of 

. ~.:r BRANCH' 
__ .,.;;uiON V 

our Hazardous Waste Permit Application as a treatment, storage or disposal 
facility. This request is now signed and certified by an authorized · 
person . As stated in our letter of August 8, 1983, Columbia Tool Steel 
is, and has a permit to be, a hazardous waste generator . We are not ask­
ing for any action on this permit. We are asking for withdrawal of our 
permit application as a treatment , storage and disposal facility . 

In your letter you asked for a detailed explanation why the permit 
application is being withdrawn. As we stated in our August 8, 1983 
letter, we are withdrawing this permit application because of legal and 
financial requirements that need to be met in order to have . a permanent 
permit. We were told by the Illinois EPA that we had to have a $2,000 , 000 
bond to guarantee cleanup of this facility should we ever close down. This 
is a ludricrous requirement when we could close this facility down for as 
little as $500 total. You must understand that the only reason we requested 
this permit is because this hazardous waste accumulates over 90 days . 
We have sealed containers that collect this dust and, periodically, we 
must dump the dust . We just store the dust temporarily at this site. 
We are not a permanent disposal, treatment or storage facility. We under­
stand now that this material cannot accumulate on our property for more than 
90 days , but it is less expensive for us to dump this material every 90 
days than to secure a bond and have all the permits, annual reports, etc . 
that are needed to have a disposal permit. Hopefully, this will clarify 
the request. 

In terms of a closure plan, our closure plan would involve calling 
Browning-Ferris Industries into our plant to dispose of all waste that has 

page 1 



United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Attention: Mr. Karl J. Klepitsch 

February 22, 1984 
page 2 

accumulated over 90 days in our sealed containers. This can be done with 
a phone call. We will then put their collection on a 90 day schedule. 

Hopefully, this will answer all of your questions and meet your 
requirements so that we can withdraw the permit application. Again, thank 
you for your cooperation in this matter and we will be waiting to hear from 
your office. 

Very truly yours, 

President 

RHB:apr 



UNIT ED :OT /\TES 

.t:nONI'v1ENTAl. r r: 01 ECTlON AGEi\' -.. 

HI: (;ION V 

230 SOUTil [' [ i\flOORN ST . . 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60G0 4 

JAN 2 7 19a" 
REPLY TO tt.num ON OF: 

sm·I-13 

· RE: ,..Permit 1Application J·!ithdra))'al Letter 

FACILITY NMiE: L OJUrnDI&-- /C;o} Sf-ee{ Compcxrnct 
U.S . EPA ID NO.: TLD CD5 ;44 ;23.3 · 0_ 

Dear !Y) r. f3oe-tfq~r !: 

This is to acknmn'edge receipt of your l etter of ---L-.~~~~~-!.,..~<=7--­
requestin g th e withdrawal of your Part A Hazardou s Wa e Permi Appl icati on . 

Your request was not si gned and cer·tified by en authorized person, in 

accordance wi t h 40 CFR Part 270. 11 (e ncl osed). - Pl ease resubmit your r·equest 

wi th the correct sign ature and ce r t i f i cation, so t ha t your withdra·t!al can be 

processed. Your t·equest must contain a detai l 2d e;~p l a nation Hh.Y t !1e 

application sho ul d be vr ithd ra\'/n._ Al so, if at any t ime , since Novemb21 19, 

1980, your operat ion i ncluded treatmen t, s torage; cr di sposal of hazar-d ous 

was t e subject to 40 CFR Part 265, a closure plan m~ st be filed with the 

withdrawal r equest . Requ irements for closure are f ound in 40 CFR Part 265 

Subpart G (enc l os ed}. 

If no-response is received in thi s off ice with1n 30 days, v1e \'Jill assume 

your facili ty r equires a pe rmit. Accqrdi ngly v:e v;i 11 conti nue to process 

your application. · 

Please feel free to contact the Technical, Permits, and Compl i a nee Sect ion 

at (312) 353- 2197 for as s i stance, if you have a ny quest i ons. P1ctlse refe r 

to "Permit Application Hithdrawal Letter, 11 in all corresponde TJ cE: on t hi. 

matter. 

Enc 1 osur·e 

• 

o ... ~ • • ~• To 
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UNITED STATES 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION V 

230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST. 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60604 

H I<. . So c. ++<j e r 
1 

Dear -1# . -'~ 

REPLY TO ATTENTION OF: 

SHW-12 
R.us.s ell H · Bo~t+ct~..-

1 
Pa.e:s,O<=NT 

Colui'V\bi o.. \c:>o I Si"ce..l '"tol'\l\.eo.n_'i 
l.foo E"Asr t...rNc..oLN H\C7Ht...vA) 

C.\4,c..A~o HE-1<rHiS, IL. ~otft/ 

Re: 
C.oL.VMf3tA Too/ Sr&E.'- (okpA.N'-{ 
t4iHi9R i te Co rpo r:.ati on , RQs.e.arch Ce.nt er 
~...s.a2---15..13... 
TLD OOS' I '-14- '2. ~ 3 

The United States En vi rormental Protect i on Agency has reviewed your 

request to withdraw your Part A hazardous waste permit application. On 

the basis of the information you provided, we determined that your operation 

included treatrrEnt, storage, or disposal of hazardrus waste subject to 

a.o CFR 265 (or 35 Illinois Administrati ve Code Sect i on 725 ) . Therefore, a 

closure plan must be submitted directly to Mr. Lar ry Eastep, Permit Sect i on, 

Division of Land Pollution Control , Ill i no i s EPA, 22 00 Churchill Road, 

Springfield, Illinoi s fi2706. Requ i rements for closure are found at 35 Ill i nois 

AdministratiV~ode 725. Questions on closure should be directed to Illinoi s 

EPA at the above address. 

Sincerely yours, 

ffml J) ;l;irkk 
Horst Witschonke, Chief 
State Technical Unit #1 

cc : Mr. Larry Eastep, !EPA 
Mr. Bil l Radlinski, IEPA 



rir ~ or type in the unshaded areas only 
:.u, ~reas are spaced for elite 12 chr·~terslinch). 

·~!~N~V~I~R~O~N~M~E~N~T~A•L•P~R~O~T~E~C~T-IO~N•A•G~E~N~C~Y--~ 

&EPA GENERAL INFORMATION 
Consolidated Pennits Program 

UUad the "Generallnstructioru" before •tartini~.)l ____ _jb::h::::::;:;~~;:;:;;;;:;;;:;:;;;;;;;;;~d::td;!!;l -~-

l., ]"J' .J ,;:.- ., ::l· .... -, .... ,,... . - 1.\ 1.( ·-' J ..• • ,_, •• o: ... :: •. .:;: 

COLUMBIA TOOL STEEL COMPANY~ 
~-~-~-~ INCOLN HWY 
LJ; I U-'l!JU HT:~: .• IL 6f :q.11 

If a preprinted label has been provided, affix 
it in the designated space. Review the inform· 
ation carefully; if any of it is incorrect, cross 
through it and enter the correct data in the 
appropriate fill-in area below. Also, ·if any of 
the preprinted data is absent (the area to thfl 
lflft of the labfll IP&Cfl li1tr the infonnation 
that lhould appear), please provide it in the 
proper fill-in area(sJ below. If the label is 
complete and correct, you need not complete 
Items I, Ill, V, and VI (except VI·B which 
mu1t btl complflted rrtg~~rdiNS) . Complete all 
items if no label has been provided. Refer to 
the instructions for detailed item descrip­
tions and for the legal authorizations under 
which this data is collected. 

-i·"'" .- . ,. , .. , ... -,. ... . .. 
···fJ Y.' t:.. 1.- 1 • 'k·Ll .... l '1 Hl.··! ·'( . .J 
CHICAGO HTS, lL 6~411 

SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 

A. Is this facility a publicly owned treatment works 
which results in a discharge to w.ters of the U.S.? 
(FORM2AI 

X 

SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 

Does or will this facility (either existing or propOMJd) 
include a concantmed animal feeding CJpei'Wtion or 
aqu.tic animal production facility which results in a 
dlacharge to waters of the U.S.? (FORM 28) 

Do you or will you inject at this facility industrial or 
municipal effluent below the lowermost stratum con· 
taining, within one quarter mile of the well bore, 
underground sources of drinking water? (FORM 41 

H. Do you or will you Inject at this facility fluids for spe­
cial processes such as mining of sulfur by the Frasch 
process, solution mining of minerals, in situ combus­
tion of fossil fuel, or recovery of geothermal energy? 
(FORM41 

CONTINUE ON REVERSE 



We manufacture tool s t ee l bar products and castings. Facilities include: 1) 2 - Electric 

Arc furnaces, 2) Induction furnace, 3) 5 - Steam/Air Hammers, 4) 2 - Rolling Mills (9" & 14"), 

5) 6 - Electric Annealers, 2 - Gas Annealers , 1 - Radiant Annealer, 6) Inspection & Cold 
Finishing facilities, 7) Warehouse, 8) Met & Chern Lab, and 9) Main Offices. 

REVERSE 



Ple:Jse print or type in the unshaded areas only 
for elite 12 ch~-cters/inch). 

U . ~~~~~V~I~R~O~N~M~E .. N~T~A~L.-P~R-:O~T~E-:C-:T~I-:O~N .... A~G~E-:N .. C~Y~--"'f 
HAZAk uOUS WASTE PERMIT APPLICATION 

Consolidated Permi ts Program 
(T h is in/ormation is requ i red under Section 3 005 of R CRA.) 

A. PROCESS CODE -Enter the code from the list of process codes below that best describes each process to be used at the fac ility. Ten lines are provided for 
entering codes . If more lines are needed, enter the code(sJ in the space provided. If a process will be used that is not included in the list of codes below,,then 
describe the process (including its design capacity) in the space provided on the form (Item 1/I·C). 

B. PROCESS DESIGN CAPACITY - For each code entered in column A enter the capacity of the process. 
1. AMOUNT - Enter the amount. 
2 . UNIT OF MEASURE - For each amount entered in column 8(1). enter the code from the list of un it measure codes below that describes t he unit of 

measure used. Only the units of measure that are listed below should be used. 

PRO· APPROPRIATE UNITS OF 
CESS MEASURE FOR PROCESS 

PROCESS CODE DESIGN CAPACITY 

Storage: 
CONTAINER (barrel, drum, et c.) SOl 
TANK SOZ 
WASTE PIL.E S03 

VRFACEIMPOUNDMENT S04 

.Jisposal : 
INJECTION WELL. 079 
L.ANDFILL 080 

L.AND APPLICATION 081 
OCEAN DISPOSAL. 08Z 

SURFACE IMPOUNDMENT 083 

GAL.LONS OR LITERS 
GAL.LONS OR LITERS 
CUBIC Y ARCS OR 
CUBIC METERS 
GALLONS OR L.ITERS 

GALLONS OR LITERS 
ACRE-FEET (the uolume that 
would couer one acre to a 
depth of one foot) OR 
HECTARE-METER 
ACRES OR HECTARES 
GALLONS PER DAY OR 
LITERS PER DAY 
GALLONS OR L.ITERS 

UNIT OF MEASURE 

UNIT OF 
MEASURE 

CODE UNIT OF MEASURE 

PROCESS 

Treatment: 
TANK 

SURFACE IMPOUNDM E NT 

INCINERATOR 

oTHE R (Use tor phrsical, chemical, 
thermal o r biologica treatment 
processes no t occurring in tanks, 
&ur(ace i mpoundmen ts or inciner· 
a tors. Describe the processes in 
the space prouided ; Item III-C.) 

PRO­
CESS 
COPE 

TOt 

TOZ 

T03 

T04 

APPROPRIATE UNITS OF 
MEASURE FOB PROCESS 

DESIGN CAPACITY 

GAL.I..ONS PER DAY OR 
L ITERS PER DAY 
GALL.ONS PER DAY OR 
L.ITERS PER DAY 
TONS PER HOUR OR 
METRIC TONS PER HOUR; 
GALLONS PER HOUR OR 
LITERS PER HOUR 

GALLONS PER DAY OR 
L.ITERS PER DAY 

UNIT OF 
MEASURE 

CODE UNIT OF MEASURE 

UNIT OF 
MEASURE 

CODE 
GAL.LONS . . • . . G L.ITERS PER DAY . . • V ACRE- FEET. . . . . . A 
LITERS . • . . • • . . • L TONS PER HOUR • • . D HECTARE-METER. . F 
CUBIC YARDS . . . • . Y METRIC TONS PER HOUR . • W ACRES . . • . • B 
CUBIC METERS • . . • C GALLONS PER HOUR . . • • E HECTARES . • • • • . Q 

GALLONS PER DAY . U LITERS PER HOUR . . • . • . H 

EXAMPLE FOR COMPLETING ITEM Ill (shown in line numbers X-1 and X·2 below): A facility has two storage tanks, one tank can hold 200 gallons and the 
other can hold 400 gallons. The facility also has an incinerator that can burn up to 20 gallons per hour. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

3 9 

4 10 

PAGE 1 O F 5 

I. A M OUNT 

FOR 
OFFICIAL 

USE 
ONL Y 

CONTINUE ON R EVERSE 



C . SPAC E FOR ADDITIONAL PROCESS CODES OR FOR DE S CRIBI N G OTHER PROCESSES 
INCLUDE D E SI G N CAPACITY. 

you you 
handle hazardous wastes which are not listed in 40 CFA, Subpart D, enter the four-digit number(s) from 40 CFR, Subpart C that describes the characteris­
tics and/or the toxic contaminants of those hazardous wastes. 

B. ESTIMATED ANNUAL QUANTITY - For each listed waste entered in column A estimate the quantity of that waste that will be handled on an annual 
basis. For each characteristic or toxic contaminant entered in column A estimate the total annual quantity of all the non-listed waste(s) that will be handled 
which possess that characteristic or contaminant. 

C. UNIT OF MEASURE - For each quantity entered in column B enter the unit of measure code. Units of measure which must be used and the appropriate 
codes are: 

ENGLISH UNIT OF MEASURE CODE 
POUNDS ••. . . . .. • .. • . . •. p 

TONS .. .. . . • . .. ... .. ••.... • •..••• T 

METRIC UNIT OF MEASURE 
KILOGRAMS .• • • • . ••. •• 
METRIC TONS • . • • •• . .•• 

COPE 
• • K 
. . M 

If facility records use any other unit of measure for quantity, the units of measure must be converted into one of t he required units of measure taking into 
account the appropriate density or specific gravity of the waste. 

D. PROCESSES 
1. PROCESS CODES: 

For listed haurdous waste: For each listed hazardous waste entered in column A select the code(s) from the list of process codes contained in Item Ill 
to indicate how the waste will be stored, treated, and/or disposed of at the facility. 
For non-listed hazardous wastes: For each characteristic or toxic conteminant entered in column A, select the code(s) from the list of process codes 
contained in Item Ill to indicate all the processes that will be used to store, treat, and/or dispose of all the non- listed hazardous wastes that possess 
that characteristic or toxic contaminant. 
Note: Four spaces are provided for entering process codes. If more are needed: (1 ) Enter the first three as described above; (2) Enter "000" in the 
extreme right box of Item IV-0(1 ); and (3) Enter in the space provided on page 4 , the line number and the additional code(s). 

2. PROCESS DESCRIPTION : If a code is not listed for a process that will be used, describe the process in the space provided on the form. 

NOTE: HAZARDOUS WASTES DESCRIBED BY MORE THAN ONE EPA HAZARDOUS WASTE NUMBER- Hazardous wastes that can be described by 
more than one EPA Hazardous Waste Number shall be described on the form as follows: 

1. Select one of the EPA Hazardous Was~e Numbers and enter it in column A. On the same line complete columns B,C, and D by estimating the total annual 
quantity of the waste and describing all the processes to be used to treat, store, and/or dispose of the waste. 

2. In column A of the next line enter the other EPA Hazardous Waste Number that can be used to describe the waste. In column 0(2) on that line enter 
"included with above" and make no other entries on that line. 

3. Repeat step 2 for each other EPA Hazardous Waste Number that can be used to describe the hazardous waste. 

EXAMPLE FOR COMPLETING ITEM IV (shown in line numbers X-1, X-2, X -3, and X·4 below)- A facility will treat and dispose of an estimated 900 pounds 
per year of chrome shavings from leather tanning and finishing operation. In addition, t he facility will treat and dispose of three non- listed wastes. Two wastes 
are corrosive only and there will be an estimated 200 pounds per year of each waste. The other waste is corrosive and ignitable end there will be an estimated 
100 of that waste. Treatment will be in an incinerator and disposal will be in a landfill. 

B. ESTIMATED ANNUAL 
QUANTITY OF WASTE 

900 

400 

100 

PAGE 2 OF 5 

2 . PROCESS DESCRI PTION 
( i f a co de 14 not entered in D{I)) 

included with above 

CONTINUE ON PAGE 3 



Continued from page 2 . 
·"'OTE: Photocopy this pBge before A 1 have more than 26 wastes to list \ Form Approved OMB No. 158-580004 

•PAO.D NUMO.R ''"'" ,..m POO< '! \\ 

N1 ~ IL lo I ~ I ~ Is ld4J4I2 h l ~.rttJI\ twi D uP 13121 D ~ P 

I. DESCKU'UUN OF HAZARDOUS WASTES (continued) 
A . EPA I! D.PROCESSES 

W HAZARD. B. ESTIMATED ANNUAL OFM"" 
Z Q rw• NO QUANTITY OF WASTE ~e~~~ I. PROCESS CODES 2 . PROCESS DESCRIPTION 
:::i z (enter code) code) (enter) (if a code ia not entered in D( I)) 

,. 
~ 

., •• n .. .. - ··- ., -- ~· 

1 ~ .6 1 42th.l' 
I ~ I 

I I 

IK IT IS 1 
I I I I 

2 

3 

4 
I 

5 

6 
I 

7 
I I I I 

8 
I I 

9 
I I 

10 
I I 

1 1 
: 

I 

12 

13 
I I I 

14 

15 
I I I 

16 
I I I I I 

17 

18 
I I I I I r 1 

19 
I I I I I 

20 
I I I I I I I 

21 
I I I I I I I 

22 
I I I 

23 

··-
I I I I I I 

25 

26 
I I 

t-;;-
EPA Form 3510-3 (6-80) CONTINUE ON REVERSE 
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Continued from the front. 

[il A. If the faci lity owner is also the faci lity operator as listed in Section V I II on Form 1, "General Information", place an "X" in the box to the left and 
skip to Section I X below. 

B. If the facility owner is not the facility operator as listed in Section VII I on Form 1, complete the following items: 

I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in this and all attached 
documents, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the 
submitted information is true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, 
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment. 

A . NAME (print or type) C . DATE SIGNED 

I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in this and all attached 
documents, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the 
submitted information is true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, 
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment. 

A. N AME or type) B . SIGNATURE C . DATE SIGNED 

EPA Form 3510-3 PAGE 4 OF 5 



Continued from pa e 4. 

\. FACILIT\' DRAWING (see 

f:cRt.E ~ 

..t1.vcfl= /tJIJn 

EPA Form 351().3 (6-80) 

' I 
1'1 

0-l 

Form Approved OMB No. 158-580004 
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MAIN OFFICE AND WORKS- CHICAGO HEIGHTS, ll60411 





t:.nv1ronmental ~rotectaon ~gency 
17u I S. First Street May~cod, I L. 60153 79/ 

312/34-5-9780 

Reier to: 03104513 - Cook County - Cnicago Heights/Co lumbia Too l St ee l 
ILD005144 233 

May 13, 198 2 

Mr. Bryan Boettger 
Plant Manager 
Columbia Tool Steel Company 
400 E. Lincoln Highway 
Chica~o Heights, Illinois 60411 

Dear Mr. Boett~er: 

On April 20, 1982 , re~resentatives of the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA) conducted an inspection of your facility. 
This inspection was conducted by the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency under a Cooperative Arrangement with, and 
authorization of, the United States Environmental Protect ion Agency 
(USEPA). The purpos~ of the ·inspection wa~ to determine your 
facility's comp liance status with the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976, P.L. 94-580, as amended. During the 
inspecti on the f ollo wi ng deficiencies were observed: 

Pursuant to 40 CFR 265.16, the owner/operator is required to 
establish and maint ai n records relating to the traini ng of personnel 
involv~d in hazardous ~aste management, including a description of 
the job title for ~ach position at the site, a written job 
description, a description of training and records detailing the 
training given to each such individual. The owner/opera t or is 
deficient in that these were not available at the time of the 
inspection. 

Pursuant to 40 CFK 265.73 the owner/operator must keep a writcen 
operating record at the facility. The operating record must include 
the following: 

1) A de~cription and the quantity of each hazardous waste 
received and the method(s) and date(s) of its treatment, 
storage or disposal ac the facility as required by 
Appendix I. 

2) The location and quantity of each hazardous waste within 
the facility including cross-references to specific 
manif est document numbers. 

3) Records and results of waste analyses and trial tests. 

4) Summary reports and deta il s of all incidents that 
require implementation of the contingency plan. 



Page 2 

S) Records and results of inspections. 

6) Monitoring and testing data. 
. 

7) All closure cost estimates and for disposal facilities 
all post-closure cost estimates. 

Your facility is deficient in that an operating record was not 
maintained at the facility. 

Tne owner/operator mu·s t have a con tin gency plan at the facility. 
The contingency plan must address the actions to be taken by 
facility personnel in response t.o fires, explosions,' or any 
unplanned release of hazardous waste or hazardous constituents to 
the environment . Tne plan must describe the arrangements agreed to 
by local police, fire departments, hospitals and emergency response 
teams. The names, addre~ses, and phone numbers of all persons 
qualified to act as emergency coordinators must be included in the 
plan. The contingency . plan muse list all emergency equipment at the 
facility, including the location, ~ physical description, and a 
brief summary of the capabilities of each item on the list . In 
facilities where evac~ation could be necessary a plan describing 
evacuation routes and signals used to begin evacuation must be 
included in the contingency plan. These requirements are pursuant 
to 40 CFK Part 265 Subp a rt D. Your facility is deficient in that 
the contingency plan on hand only list ed the emergency coordinators 
and did not address the other requirements. 

You are hereby requested to submit to this office, within 15 days of 
receipt of this letter, a description of steps taken to correct the 
above deficiencies. Failure to cor rect these deficiencies may 
r es ult in enforcement actions initiated by USEPA pursuant to 40 USC 
6928. Plea se send your reply to the above address. Should you have 
any questions concerni n g this matter, please contact Honnie Eleder 
of my staff at the above number . 

Sincerely, 

.,;:r-: ... -..---. ,o .e_.p 
Kenneth P. Bechely, Northern Region Manager 
Field Operations Section 
Division of Land Pollution Control 

KPB:BLE:prb 

Enclosure: Inspection Report 

cc: Division File . 
Northern Region 
U. S. E.P . A. - Region V 



ENVIRONME" '.L PROTECTION AGENCY STATE OF LINOIS 
LPCFC055 C 

(1)-- - -- -(8) (9) 
OBSERVATION REPORT - SITE INVENTORY NO . 

(ll)-- - -- - (l8) 
____________________ CO. - L.P.C. Region tl _____ _ Date I I 

(20)- -- -(ZS) 

Letter Sent ( Yes or No) 
(26) 

------~------~--------~--~--------------~---( Locat i on) (Responsib l e Party) 
Samples Taken: Yes ( ) No ( ) Time: From m Weather 
Ground Wat er( ) Surface( ) Oth er( ) To 

- --- --------- --m -- --Photos Taken: Yes ( ) No ( ) Interviewed ---------------- Inspector 
(27) -- (29) 

Previous Inspection Previ ous Correspondence Site Open : Yes ( ) No( ) ----------- -----------OPERATIONAL STATUS : TYPE OF OPERATION: AUTHORIZATION: 
Operating () Landfill () St orage () E.P.A. Permit () 
Temporarily Closed ( ) Random Dump ( ) Salvage ( ) Variance ( ) 
Closed Not Covered ( ) Other ( ) A. C. D. ( ) 2 l (e) ( ) 
Closed and Covered ( ) Quantity Rece i ved Daily(l- 6) Board Order ( ) 

(30) I llegal (5) ( ) 
IMPROVED (31) 

LPC 4 l/79 5,000 
SAME 

DETERIORATED I S or D 
(62) 

GENERAL REMARKS : 

INTERVIEW: 

DIAGRAM: 

f.-

--



03/0ifCQ\3 
STATE IDENTIFICATION NUMBrR 

(If Applicable) 

ILD 005!4 Y d-.33 
EPA IDENTIFICATION NUMBE 

RCRA INSPECTION REPORT - INTERIM STATUS STANDARDS 
TREATMENT, STORAGE, AND DISPOSAL FACILITIES 

Form A - General Facility Standards 

I. General Information: 

(A) Facility Name: 
. I 

l{QQ E. l1'nw \ o ~ <-t . (8) Street: 

{C) City: 

(F) Phone: 

I 
t\1 1'co~() t\e ,~'jCt\:2 (D) State: __ 'T-'-L'--- (E) 

3 1],-::±5-=/- '5 353 (G) County: tDots 

(H) Operator: @.Dlumblaffil 5tge\ Ctl'Mpa""I.J 
(!)Street: 1{00 f- lincoln 1\-w'-6. 

Zip Code: 190'11/ 

(J) City: ~\c?l@D t\el'1\rt\ ~ (K) State: TL (L) Zip Code lae9 Lj I/ 
(M) Phone: 3 \ ?...- 3:S 3- '5:;, 5 3 ( N) County: ----=Co=-=-.::e;_K__,__ _______ _ 

{0) Owner: 

{P) Street: !]-oo E. Liocoli'l · -Hw 'd 
(Q) C.b\cocoa tb';ihl--s (R) state: _ _;::-:L=-=L=----- (S) Zip Code: /s;J0'-/.1/ 

(T) Phone: 512-:}S:f-6"653 {U) County: _.,..c?o'-'-. ..,_ouk,.------------

City: 

(V) Date of Inspection: l-j--=:;?,0-712.. (W) Time of Inspection (From) ta:oO/IW\ (To) 11~30m. 

(X) Heather Conditions: __,_5,_.:6"'--0 ____..,6-"u._.n_._._.n__,.:J+-------------------

(P'3·l\- 1-B,ZJ .~3 N/AJ 

Rev. 3-6-81/J.B. 



(Y) Person(s) Interviewed 

B('~(l 6odtcae.c 

(Z) Inspection Participants 

(AA) Preparer Information 

Name 
Bono 1€ Ekder 

Title 

Agency/Title 

Plan-t £ruj 1Deer 
TEPA/cPS • 

Agency/Title 
::r&PA/EPS 

' 

II. SITE ACTIVITY: 

Telephone 

31]..-3-'53- 535~ 
' 

Telephone 

3lL--==to:t-5353 · 

31?--3'-IS-C\. -=tBo 

Telephone 
3 \L--345-q::t~ 

Complete sections I through VII for all treatment, storage, and/or disposal 
facilities. Complete the forms (in parenthesis) in section VIII corresponding 
to the site activities identified below: 

b._ A. · Storage and/or Treatment 
CG0 Containers (I) 
2. Tanks (J) 
3. Surface Impoundments (K) 
4. Waste Piles (L) 

B. Land Treatment (M) 

C. Landfills (N) 

D. Incineration and/or Thermal Treatment 
(0 and P) 

E. Chemical, Physical, and Biological 
Treatment (Q) 

Note: If facility is also a generator or transporter of hazardous waste complete sections 
IX and X of this form as appropriate. 

2 



III. GENERAL FACILITY STANDARDS: 
(Part 265 Subpart B) 

(A) Has the Regional Administrator 
been notified regarding: 

1. Receipt of hazardous 
waste from a foreign source? 

2. Facility expansion? 

(B) General Waste Analysis: 

1. Has the owner or operator obtained 

Yes No 

a detailed chemical and physical y 
analysis of the waste? ~ 

2. D0es the owner or operator have 
a detailed waste analysis plan 
on file at the facility? .6_ 

3. Does the waste analysis plan 
specify procedures for inspection 
and analysis of each movement of 
hazardous waste from off-site? ~ 

(C) Security - Do security measures incl_ude: 
(if applicable) 

1. 24-Hour surveillance? 

2. Artificial or natural 
barrier around facility? 

3. Controlled entry? 

4. Danger sign(s) at 
entrance? 

(D) Do Owner or Operator Inspections 
Include: 

1. Records of malfunctions? 

2. Records of operator error? 

3. Records of discharges? 

*Not Inspected 

X 

x_ 
>< 
X 

3 

NI*. Remark 



__ I. GENERAL FACILITY STANDARDS - Continued 
-·------------------------------

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Inspection schedule? 

Safety, emergency equipment? 

Security devices? 

Operating and structural 
devices? 

8. Inspection log? 

(E) Do personnel training records 
include: (Effective 5/19/81) 

l . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Job titles? 

Job descriptions? 

Description of training? 

Records of training? 

Have facility personnel received 
required training by 5-19-81? 

6. Do new personnel receive 
required training within 
six months? 

(F) If required are the following special 
requirements for ignitable, reactive, or 
incompatible wastes addressed? 

1. Special handling? 

2. No smoking signs? 

3. Separation and protection 
from ignition sources? 

*Not Inspected 

4 

Yes No 

6. 
X ---
>\ 

--: 
NI* 

K 
X 

....... ---
-- --- ........ 

-- ---
---

--
-- ---
-- ---
- ·- --

-- K --
):_ 

X -- -- -· 

Remarks 

·cs,;;r;-J;-Ke-epT,x;-.:d:::'"; ~~p:-. 
....c?A.t~MO~.;--f2!ll~4.i.~t~-­pc-o bkfV\ ~ 

-J~rt;:"tr~;J-:-~~"7~<>1-f. 
-t.U~Uli~iOS~I.e-~ 

... ----------·------· 

NA 



IV. PREPAREDNESS AND PREVENTION: 
(Part 265 Subpart C) 

(A) Maintenance and Operation 
of Facility: 

Is there any evidence of fire, 
explosion, or release of 
hazardous waste or hazardous 
waste constituent? 

(B) If required, does the facility 
have the following equipment: 

1. Internal communications or 
alarm systems? 

2. Telephone or 2-way radios 
at the scene of operations? 

3. Portable fire extinguishers, 
fire control, spill control 

Yes No 

_'i_ 

equipment and decontamination \. 
equipment? {' 

NI* Remarks 

dusT-c.ol\ectQ()., \I\ se_a \~2.d 
roll-o~ boy:. uJMCh I..S 
m VH\ e cXe A bu h..t \)-e._ -h:, 

l 

Indicate the volume of water and/or foam available 

-hre- e¥1\o'QtM:t>hu---- '> 

for fire cant ro 1 : F0 if\+ o-\' ~~ s 
~e.("&\)CY\ 

(C) Testing and Maintenance of 
Emergency Equipment: 

1. Has the owner or operator 
established testing and 
maintenance procedures 
for emergency equipment? 

2. Is. emergency equipment 
maintained in operable 
conditions? 

(D) Has owner or operator provided 
immediate access to internal 
alarms? (if needed) 

*Not Inspected 5 



(E) Is there adequate aisle space 
for unobstructed movement? L__ 

V. CONTINGENCY PLAN AND EMERGENCY PROCEDURES: 
(Part 265 Subpart D) 

(A) Does the Contingency Plan contain the­
following information: 

l . The actions facility personnel 
must take.to comply with 
§265.51 and 265.56 in response 
to fires, explosions, or any 
unplanned release of hazardous 
waste? (If the owner has a Spill 
Prevention, Control, and Counter­
measures (SPCC) Plan, he needs 
only to amend that plan to 
incorporate hazardous 1~aste 
management provisions that are 
sufficient to comply with the 

Yes No 

requirements of this Part (as 'i 
applicable.) .L:_ 

2. Arrangements agreed~l~cal 
o 1ce departments~epartments 
osp1ta s contractors, and State 

oca emergency response teams 
to coordinate emergency services 
pursuant to §265.37? )<. 

3. Names, addresses, and phone 
numbers (office and home) of all 
persons qualified to act as 
emergency coordinators? 

4. A list of aTl emergency equipment 
at the facility which includes the 
location and physical description 
of each item on the list and a 
brief outline of its capabilities? ~ 

5. An evacuation plan for facility 
personnel where there is a possibility 
that evacuation could be necessary? 
(This plan must describe signal(s) 
to be used to begin evacuation, 
evacuation routes, and alternate 
evacuation routes?) 

*Not Inspected 6 
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V. CO~li!NGENCY PLAN AND EMERGENCY PROCEDURES - Continued 

(B) Are copies of the Contingency Plan 
available at site and local emergency 
organizations? 

(C) Emergency Coordinator 

1. Is the facility Emergency 
Coordinator identified? 

2. Is coordinator familiar with 
all aspects of site operation 
and emergency procedures? 

3. Does the Emergency Coordinator 
have the authority to carry out 
the, Contingency Plan? 

(D) Emergency Procedures 

If an emergency situation has occurred 
at this facility, has the Emergency 
Coordinator followed the emergency 
procedures listed in 265.56? 

Yes No , NI* Remarks 

_i:_ 

VI. MANIFEST SYSTEM, RECORDKEEPING, AND REPORTING 
(Part 265 Subpart E) 

Yes No NI* Remarks 

(A) Use of Manifest System 

1. Does the facility follow the 
procedures listed in §265.71 for '(<. processing each manifest? 

2. Are records of past shipments X retained for 3 years? 

(B) Does the owner or operator meet 
requirements regarding manifest )\ discrepancies? 

*Not Inspected 7 



VI. RECORDKEEPING - Continued 

(C) Operating Record 

1. Does the owner or operator 
maintain an operating 
record as required in 
265.73? 

2. Does the operating record 
contain the following 
information: 

**b. The method(s) and date(s) 
of each waste's treatment, 
storage, or disposal as 
required in Appendix I? 

c. The location and quantity 
of each hazardous waste 
within the facility? 

***d. A map or diagram of each 
cell or disposal area 
showing the location and 
quantity of each hazardous 
waste? (This information 
should be cross-referenced 
to specific manifest 
number, if waste was 
accompanied by a manifest.) 

e. Records and results of all 
waste analyses, trial tests, 
monitoring data, and operator 
inspections? 

. f. Reports detailing all 
incidents that required 
.implementation of the 
Contingency Plan? 

g. All closure and post closure 
costs as applicable? 
(Effective 5-19-81) 

_ _){_ 

_L__ 

_.6.__ 

** See page 33252 of the May 19, 1980, Federal Register. 

*** Only applies to disposal facilities 

*Not Inspected 8 



VII. CLOSURE AND POST CLOSURE 
(Part 265 Subpart G) 

(A) Closure and Post Closure 

1. Is the facility closure 
plan available for inspection 
by May 19, 1981? 

2. Has this plan been submitted to 
the Regional Administrator 

3. Has closure begun? 

4. Is closure estimate available 
by May 19, 1981? 

(B) Post closure care and use of property 

Has the owner or operator supplied 
a post closure monitoring plan? 
(effective by May 19, 1981) 

Yes No NI* 

NA 

VIII. FACILITY STANDARDS 
(Part 265, Subparts I thru R) 

. I 
USE AND MANAGEMENT OF CONTAINERS 

Remarks 

Facility Name: Date of Inspection: L\- 2._()- '7J 2. 
Yes No 

1 • Are containers in good condition? .2{ 
2. Are cantai ners compatible with 

~ waste in them? 

3. Are containers stored closed? X 
4. Are containers managed to prevent :6._ 1 eak s? 

5. Are containers inspected weekly for 
leaks and defects? X 

6. Are ignitable & reactive wastes 
stored at least 15 meters (50 feet) 
from the facility property line? _1\J-A 
(Indicate if waste is ignk:able or 
reactive.) . 

9 

NI* Remarks 



7. Are incompatible wastes stored in 
separate containers? (If not, the 
provisions of 40 CFR 265.17(b) 
apply.) 

8. Are containers of incompatible 
~taste separated or protected front 
each other by physical barriers 
or sufficient distance? 

Yes No 

--

J 
TANKS 

NI* Remarks 

l waste ol\ly ---------t--------· 

--~te:,,.. _________ .,., 

Facility Name: Date of Inspection: 

l. Are tanks used to store only those 
wastes which will not cause corrosion, 
leakage or premature failure of the ___ _ 
tank? 

2. Do uncovered tanks have at least 
60 em (2 feet) of freeboard, or 
dikes or other contain¢ment 
structures? 

3. Do continuous feed systems have 
a waste-feed cutoff? 

4. Are waste analyses done before the 
tanks are used to store a substan­
tially different waste than before? 

5. Are required daily and weekly 
inspections done? 

6. Are reactive & ignitable wastes 

---
-- --

-- ---

------------

'r-~-----------· 

----------

-----------------------------
in tanks protected or rendered non-
reactive or non-ignitable? ~--------------~--_) 
Indicate if waste is ignitable or 
reactive. (H waste is rendered 
non-reactive or non-ignitable, see 
treatment requirements.) 

7. Are incompatible wastes 
stored in separate tanks? 
(If not, the provisions of 
40 CFR 265.17(b) apply.) 

*Not Inspected 

--- ----~----·-----... 

-- -- ------------·--· 

10 



3. Has the owner or operator addressed 
the waste analysis requirements of 
265.402? 

4. Are inspection procedures followed' 
according to 265.403? 

5. Are the special requirements fulfilled 
for ignitable or reactive wastes? 

6. Are incompatible wastes treated? (If 
yes, 265.17(b) applies.) 

Yes No NI* Remarks 

Note: EPA has temporarily suspended the applicability of the requirements of the hazardous waste regulations in 40 CFR Parts 122, 264 and 265 to owners and operators of (1) 
wastewater treatment tanks that receive, store, and treat wastewaters that are 
hazardous waste or that generate, store or treat a wastewater treatment sludge which is a hazardous waste where such wastewaters are subject to regulation' under Sections 402 or 307(b) of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) and ,(2) neutralization tanks, transport vehicles, vessels, or containers which neutralize wastes which are 
hazardous only because they exhibit the corrosivity characteristic under 40 CFR §261.2 
or are listed as hazardous wastes in Subpart D of 40 CFR Part 261 only for this reason 

IX 
Camp 1 ete this section if the owner or operator of a TSD facility a 1 so generates hazardous waste that is subsequently_shipped off-site for treatment, storage, or 
disposal. 

1. MANIFEST REQUIREMENTS 

(A) Does the operator have copies 
of the manifest available for 
review? 

(B) Do the manifest forms reviewed 
contain the following information: 
(If possible, make copies o~ or 
record information from, mani­
fest(s) that do not contain 
the critical elements) 

Yes No 

L_ 

1. Manifest document number? X 
2. Name, mailing address, telephone 

number, and EPA 10 Number of 
Generator _1:_ 

19 

NI* Remarks 

L.uas\e. 5~r£.d eu::t 
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Yes No NI* . 

3. Name and EPA ID Number of 
~ Transporter(s)? 

4 •. Name, address, and EPA ID 
Number of Designated permitted X_ facility and alternate facility? 

5. The description of the waste(s) 
(DOT shipping name, DOT hazard class, X 
DOT identification number)? _ 

6. The total quantity of waste(s) and 
the type and number of containers X loaded? -

7. Required certification? L 
8. Required signatures? X 

(C) Does the owner or operator submit 
:b_ exception reports when needed? -·- -

2. PRE-TRANSPORT REQUIREMENTS 

(A) Is waste packaged in accordance 
with DOT Regulations? 
(Required prior to movement of 
hazardous waste off-site) 

(B) Are waste packages marked and labeled 
in accordance with DOT regulations 
concerning hazardous waste materials? 
(Required to movement of hazardous 
waste off-site) 

(C) If required, are placards available 
to transporters of hazardous waste? 

20 

Remarks 

}jo(l.e wckd 

1-c 1\Vl 5p <x:te c -.::: Vy1 ptf <..S 
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VI. RECORDKEEPING and REPORTING 
(Part 262, Subpart D) 

(A) Are Manifests, Annual Reports, 
Exception Reports, and all test 
results and analyses retained for 
at least three years? 

(B) Has the generator submitted 
Annual Reports and Exception 
Reports as required? 

Yes No NI* 

X 

NJ\ 

VII. INTERNATIONAL SHIPMENTS 
(Part 262, Subpart E) 

Has the installation imported 
or exported Hazardous Waste? 

Remarks 

(If answered Yes, complete the following as applicable.) 

1. Exporting Hazardous waste, 
has a generator: 

a. Notified the Administrator 
in writing? 

b. Obtained the signature of the 
foreign consignee confirming 
delivery of the waste(s) in the 
foreign country? 

c. Met the Manifest requirements? 

2. Importing Hazardous Waste, 
has the generator: 

Met the manifest requirements? 

*Not Inspected 22 



REMARKS 

Use this section to briefly describe site activities observed at the time of the 
inspection. Note any possible violations of Interim Status Standards. 

The Columbia Tool Steel Oompany manufactures to~ steel bar products and castings. 
One hazardous waste is generated - listed as K061 - emission control dust from 
the primary production of steel in electric furnaces, or, baghouse dust. Baghouse 
dust is hazardous in that it has a high chranium content. 

The facility has four 7 cubic yard sealed boxes which are used to store the waste. 
Three are in use at one time, with the fourth held on the . side. The boxes are 
connected by flexible tube directly to the point of waste generation (the furnaces). 
Once full, they are sealed off. The storage area is the sarre as the generation 
area. Shipping out the waste every 6 months to a year, the facility notified for 
storage status. The transporter hauls the waste off site in a truck. The boxes 
are emptied into the truck; the boxes do not leave the facility. 

ap~aren-+ 
The inspection showed the facility to be inAnon-compliance for the following: 

lack of written training program (employees receive on the job training) 
an incanplete Contingency Plan (only Einergency Coordinators were identified) 
no Operating Record 
no Closure Cost Estimate. 





Completed by: 
Date: 

Background Facility Information 

Facility Name: Columbia Aluminum Recycling Ltd. (former Columbia Tool Steel 
Com an 

EPA Identification No.: ILD 005 144 233 
Location (City, State): Chicago Heights. IL 
Facility Priority Rank: Low 

I. Is this checklist being completed for one 
solid waste management unit (SWMU), 
several SWMUs, or the entire facility? 
Explain. 

Entire facility 
I SWMU 

Status of Corrective Actiou Activities at the 
Facility 

2. What is the current status of HSW A 
corrective action activities at the facility? 

( ) No corrective action activities initiated 
(Go to 5) 

(X) RCRA Facility Assessment (RFA) or 
equivalent completed 

( ) RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) 
underway 

( ) RFI completed 
( ) Corrective Measures Study (CMS) 

completed 
( ) Corrective Measures Implementation 

(CMI) begun or completed 
( ) Interim Measures begun or completed 

3. If corrective action activities have been 
initiated, are they being carried out under 
a permit or an enforcement order? 

( ) Operating permit 
( ) Post-closure permit 
( ) Enforcement order 
( ) Other (Explain) 

There is no evidence of oast corrective 
action. 

4. Have interim measures, if required or 
completed [see Question 2], been successful 
in preventing the further spread of 
contamination at the facility? 

( ) Yes 
() No 
( ) Uncertain; still underway 
(X) Not required 

Additional explanatory notes: 

There is no history of or potential for release 
at this facility. 

Columbia Aluminum Recycling Ltd. - ILD 005 144 233 



Facility Releases and Exposure Concerns 

5. To what media have contaminant releases 
from the facility occurred or been 
suspected of occurring? 

( ) Ground water 
( ) Surface water 
( ) Air 
( ) Soils 

6. Are contaminant releases migrating off­
site? 

( ) Yes; Indicate media, contaminant 
concentrations, and level of certainty. 

Groundwater: 
Surface water: 
Air: 
Soils: 

(X)No 
( ) Uncertain 

7a. Are humans currently being exposed to 
contaminants released from the facility? 

( ) Yes (Go to Sa) 
(X)No 
( ) Uncertain 

Additional explanatory notes: 

There is no history of or ootential for release 
at this facility. 

7b. Is there a potential for human exposure to 
the contaminants released from the facility 
over the next 5 to I 0 years? 

() Yes 
(X)No 
( ) Uncertain 

Additional explanatory notes: 

There is no history of or potential for release 
at this facility. 

8a. Are environmental receptors currently 
being exposed to contaminants released 
from the facility? 

( ) Yes (Go to 9) 
(X)No 
( ) Uncertain 

Additional explanatory notes: 

There is no history of or potential for release 
at this facility. 

8b. Is there a potential that environmental 
receptors could be exposed to the 
contaminants released from the facility 
over the next 5 to I 0 years? 

() Yes 
(X)No 
( ) Uncertain 

Additional explanatory notes: 

There is no history of or potential for release 
at this facility. 

Columbia Aluminum Recycling Ltd. - ILD 005 144 233 



Anticipated Final Corrective Measures 

9. If already identified or planned, would 
final corrective measures be able to be 
implemented in time to adequately address 
any existing or short-term threat to human 
health and the environment? 

() Yes 
(X)No 
( ) Uncertain 

Additional explanatory notes: 

There is no history of or potential for release 
at this facility. 

I 0. Could a stabilization initiative at this 
facility reduce the present or near-term 
(e.g., less than two years) risks to human 
health and the environment? 

() Yes 
(X)No 
( ) Uncertain 

Additional explanatory notes: 

There is no history of or potential for release 
at this facility. 

II. If a stabilization activity were not begun, 
would the threat to human health and the 
environment significantly increase before 
final corrective measures could be 
implemented? 

() Yes 
(X)No 
( ) Uncertain 

Additional explanatory notes: 

There is no history of or potential for release 
at this facility. 

Technical Ability to Implement Stabilization 
Activities 

12. In what phase does the contaminant exist 
under ambient site conditions? Check all 
that apply. 

( ) Solid 
( ) Light non-aqueous phase liquids 

(LNAPLs) 
( ) Dense non-aqueous phase liquids 

(DNAPLs) 
( ) Dissolved in ground water or surface 

water 
( ) Gaseous 
(X)Other~N~o~n~e~----------------

13. Which of the following major chemical 
groupings are of concern at the facility? 

() Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 
and/or semi-volatiles 

() Polynuclear aromatics (PAHs) 
( ) Pesticides 
( ) Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) 

and/or dioxins 
( ) Other organics 
(X) Inorganics and metals 
( ) Explosives 

( ) Other ---------------------

Columbia Aluminum Recycling Ltd. - ILD 005 144 233 



14. Are appropriate stabilization technologies 
available to prevent the further spread of 
contamination, based on contaminant 
characteristics and the facility's 
environmental setting? [See Attachment 
A for a listing of potential stabilization 
technologies.] 

( ) Yes; Indicate possible course of action. 

(X) No; Indicate why stabilization 
technologies are not appropriate; then 
go to Question 18. 

There is no history of or potential for release 
at this facility. 

15. Has the RFI, or another environmental 
investigation, provided the site 
characterization and waste release data 
needed to design and implement a 
stabilization activity? 

( ) Yes 
() No 

If No, can these data be obtained faster 
than the data needed to implement the 
final corrective measures? 

() Yes 
() No 

Timing and Other Procedural Issues 
Associated with Stabilization 

16. Can stabilization activities be implemented 
more quickly than the final corrective 
measures? 

( ) Yes 
() No 
( ) Uncertain 

Additional explanatory notes: 

17. Can stabilization activities be incorporated 
into the final corrective measures at some 
point in the future? 

() Yes 
() No 
( ) Uncertain 

Additional explanatory notes: 

Columbia Aluminum Recycling Ltd. - ILD 005 144 233 



Conclusion 

18. Is this facility an appropriate candidate for stabilization activities? 

() Yes 
( ) No, not feasible 
(X) No, not required 
( ) Further investigation necessary 

Explain final decision, using additional sheets if necessary. 

There is no history of or potential for release at this facility. 

Columbia Aluminum Recycling Ltd. - ILD 005 144 233 



CERTIFICATION REGARDI~G POTENTIAL RELEASES F~ 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEME~T UNITS ~ _ ~ 

FACILITY NAME : Cf/L?--$.6'-?? Ta::>L S ...z:::,E..c-4' 

EPA I.D. NUMBER : __L L i2 00~44_2.33 / 
-../ 

LOCATION CITY: ..L[oo 

C'b, v/ 
ij'A/~ 

STATE: C-8/c,&- co 

1. Are there any of the following solid waste management units (existing or 
closed) at your facility? NOTE- DO NOT INCLUDE HAZARDOUS WASTE UNITS 
CURRENTLY SHOWN IN YOUR PART A APPLICATION 

0 Landfill 
0 Surface Impoundment 
0 Land Fann 
0 Waste Pile 
0 Incinerator 
0 Storage Tank (Above Ground) 
0 Storage Tank (Underground) 
° Container Storage Area 
0 Injection Wells 
o Wastewater Treatment Units 
o Transfer Stations 
0 Waste Recycling Operations 
0 Waste Treatment, Detoxification 
0 Other ---------------------

YES nO 
X 
.X 
~ 

x - X' 

X 

X' 

....2L 
_25_ 
__K_ 
__i(_ 

.2.... 
_L 

~ 

2. If there are NYes" answers to any of the items in Number 1 above, please 
provide a description of the wastes that were stored, treated or disposed 
of in each unit. In particular, please focus on whether or not the wastes 
would be considered as hazardous wastes or hazardous constituents under 
RCRA. Also include any available data on quantities or volume of wastes 
disposed of and the dates of disposal. Please also provide a description 
of each unit and include capacity, dimensions and location at facil i ty. 
Provide a site plan if available . 

NOTE: Hazardous wastes are those ident i f ied in 40 CFR 2nl . Hazardous 
constituents are those listed in Appendix VIII of 40 CFR Part 261. 



·2-

3. For the units noted in Number 1 above and also those hazardous waste units 
in your Part A app l ication. please describe for each unit any data ava i l­
able on any prior or current releases of hazardous wastes or constituent s 
to the environment that may have occurred in the p~st or may still be 
occurring. 

Please provide the following informat ion 

a. Date of release 
b. Type of waste released 
c. Quantity or volume of waste released 
d. Describe nature of release (i.e •• spill, overflow, ruptured pipe 

or tank, etc.) 

4. In regard to the prior or continuing releases described in Number 3 above, 
please provide (for each unit) any analytical data that may be available 
which would describe the nature and extent of environmental contamination 
that exists as a result of such releases. Please focus on concentrations of 
hazardous wastes or constituents present in contaminated soil or groundwater. 

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were 
prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system 
designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate 
the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons 
who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering 
the information, the submittal is. to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penal­
ties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine 
and im~risonment for knowing violations. (42 u.s.c. 6902 et seq. and 
40 CFR 270.ll(d )) 

Title 

~-eCJ.--?<? __,.,.R-->-
Typed Name and 

~~~ 
Signature 

REV 8-1-35 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 5 
77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 

CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

REI't Y TO THE A TTENTJON OF: 

April 21, 1993 

Mr. Jim Dillon 
Vice-President 
Columbia Aluminum Recycling, Ltd. 
400 E. Lincoln Highway 
Chicago Heights, Illinois 60411 

HRE-8J 

Re: Visual Site Inspection 

Dear Mr. Dillon: 

Columbia Aluminum Recycling, Ltd. 
(Formerly Columbia Tool Steel Company) 
Chicago Heights, Illinois 
ILD 005 144 233 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is enclosing a copy of the final Preliminary 
Assessment/Visual Site Inspection (PA/VSI) report for the referenced facility. The executive 
summary and conclusions and recommendations sections have been withheld as Enforcement 
Confidential. 

If you have any questions, please call Francene Harris at (312) 886-2884. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kevin M. Pierard, Chief 
Minnesota/Ohio Technical Enforcement Section 
RCRA Enforcement Branch 

Printed on Recycled Paper 



PAC Environmental Management, Inc. 

233 North Michigan Avenue 

Suite 1621 

Chicago, IL 60601 

312-856-8700 

Fax 312-938-0118 

PRC 
PREUMINARY ASSESSMENT/ 

VISUAL SITE INSPECTION 

COLUMBIA ALUMINUM RECYCLING, LTD. 

(FORMERLY COLUMBIA TOOL STEEL COMPANY) 

CIUCAGO HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 

ILD 005 144 233 

FINAL REPORT 

Prepared for 

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Office of Waste Programs Enforcement 

Washington, DC 20460 

Work Assignment No. 

EPA Region 
Site No. 
Date Prepared 
Contract No. 
PRC No. 
Prepared by 

Contractor Project Manager 

Telephone No. 
EPA Work Assignment Manager 

Telephone No. 

R05032 
5 
ILD 005 144 233 
February 10, 1993 

68-W9-0006 
309-R05032-IL42 
Resource Applications, Inc. 

(Catherine F. Tolley) 

Shin Ahn 
(312) 856-8700 
Kevin Pierard 
(312) 886-4448 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Resource Applications, Inc. (RAI) performed a preliminary assessment and visual site 

inspection (PAIVSI) to identify and assess the existence and likelihood of releases from solid waste 

management units (SWMU) at the Columbia Aluminum Recycling, Ltd. (Columbia Aluminum) 

facility in Chicago Heights, Illinois. No areas of concern (AOC) were identified at Columbia 

Aluminum. This summary highlights the results of !be PA!VSI and the potential for releases of 

hazardous wastes or hazardous constituents from SWMUs identified. 

The Columbia Aluminum facility, a subsidiary of Metal Mark Inc., is an aluminum dross 

processor. The facility currently generates and manages the following waste streams: nonhazardous 

baghouse dust and nonhazardous slag. Columbia Aluminum has been in operation at its current 

location since 1991. The Columbia Aluminum facility occupies 8.45 acres in a commercial, 

industrial, and residential mixed-use area and employs 45 people. The facility is currently not 

regulated. 

Columbia Aluminum acquired the facility in 1989 after the previous owner, Columbia Tool 

Steel Company (Columbia Tool), went out of business in 1987. Columbia Tool began manufacturing 

tool steel bar products and castings in 1973. In 1984, the Baghouse Dust Agglomerator (SWMU I) 

was RCRA closed. In 1987, operations at the Columbia Tool facility were discontinued. Columbia 

Tool's original regulatory status was that of a small-quantity generator of hazardous waste, and a 

hazardous waste treatment, storage, or disposal (TSD) facility. In 1984 Columbia Tool's regulatory 

status changed to that of a small-quantity generator of hazardous waste when the Baghouse Dust 

Agglomerator (SWMU 1) was RCRA closed, delisting Columbia Tool as a TSD facility. During the 

time Columbia Tool was in operation, the facility had minor compliance problems which were 

satisfactorily resolved. SWMU 1 had no history of documented releases under Columbia Tool's 

tenure. Information on land use at the facility property prior to 1973 was not available. 

The PAIVSI identified the following SWMU at the facility: 

Solid Waste Management Unit 

I. Baghouse Dust Agglomerator 

ES-1 
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The potential for release to ground water, surface water, air, and on-site soils is low. The 

current SWMU 1 has no history of releases and the nonhazardous dust is managed properly. 

The facility is bordered on the north, east, and south by commercial and industrial businesses, 

and on the west by a railroad right-of-way and a light commercial and residential mixed area. The 

nearest school, St. Joseph's Elementary, is located about 0.75 mile west of the facility. Facility 

access is controlled by continuous 15-foot barbed-wire fencing, and a guard house located at the 

entrance gate. 

The nearest surface water body, Third Creek, is located 0.5 mile northeast of the facility and 

is used for drainage purposes. Drinking water is obtained from the municipal water supply system 

which draws from Lake Michigan. Ground water is not used as a private water supply. There are no 

drinking water wells in the vicinity of the facility. 

Sensitive environments are located in the immediate vicinity of the facility. The facility is 

surrounded by municipal forest preserves approximately 1.5 miles to the north, west, and southwest. 

RAI recommends no further action for the facility at this time. 



1.0 INTRODUCTION 

PRC Environmental Management, Inc. (PRC), received Work Assignment No. R05032 from 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under Contract No. 68-W9-0006 (TES 9) to 

conduct preliminary assessments (PA) and visual site inspections (VSI) of hazardous waste treatment 

and storage facilities in Region 5. Resource Applications, Inc. (RAI), TES 9 team member, provided 

the necessary assistance to complete the PA/VSI activities for the Columbia Aluminum Recycling, 

Ltd. (Columbia Aluminum) facility. 

As part of the EPA Region 5 Environmental Priorities Initiative, the RCRA and CERCLA 

programs are working together to identify and address RCRA facilities that have a high priority for 

corrective action using applicable RCRA and CERCLA authorities. The PA/VSI is the first step in 

the process of prioritizing facilities for corrective action. Through the PA/VSI process, enough 

information is obtained to characterize a facility's actual or potential releases to the environment from 

solid waste management units (SWMU) and areas of concern (AOC). 

A SWMU is defined as any discernible unit at a RCRA facility in which solid wastes have 

been placed and from which hazardous constituents might migrate, regardless of whether the unit was 

intended to manage solid or hazardous waste. 

The SWMU definition includes the following: 

RCRA-regulated units, such as container storage areas, tanks, surface 
impoundments, waste piles, land treatment units, landfills, incinerators, and 
underground injection wells 

• Closed and abandoned units 

• Recycling units, wastewater treatment units, and other units that EPA has 
usually exempted from standards applicable to hazardous waste management 
units 

Areas contaminated by routine and systematic releases of wastes or hazardous 
constituents. Such areas might include a wood preservative drippage area, a 
loading or unloading area, or an area where solvent used to wash large parts 
has continually dripped onto soils. 
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An AOC is defined as any area where a release to the environment of hazardous waste or 

constituents has occurred or is suspected to have occurred on a nonroutine and nonsystematic basis. 

This includes any area a strong possibility exists that such a release might occur in the future. 

The purpose of the PA is as follows: 

• Identify SWMUs and AOCs at the facility 

• Obtain information on the operational history of the facility 

• Obtain information on releases from any units at the facility 

• Identify data gaps and other informational needs to be filled during the VSI 

The PA generally includes review of all relevant documents and files located at state offices 

and at the EPA Region 5 office in Chicago. 

The purpose of the VSI is as follows: 

• Identify SWMUs and AOCs not discovered during the PA 

• Identify releases not discovered during the P A 

• Provide a specific description of the environmental setting 

• Provide information on release pathways and the potential for releases to each 
medium 

Confirm information obtained during the PA regarding operations, SWMUs, 
AOCs, and releases 

The VSI includes interviewing appropriate facility staff; inspecting the entire facility to 

identify all SWMUs and AOCs; photographing all visible SWMUs; identifying evidence of releases; 

making a preliminary selection of potential sampling parameters and locations, if needed; and 

obtaining additional information necessary to complete the P AIVSI report. 
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This report documents the results of a PAIVSI of the Columbia Aluminum facility (formerly 

Columbia Tool Steel Company, EPA Identification No. ILD 005 144 233) in Chicago Heights, Cook 

County, Illinois. The PA was completed on June 12, 1992. RAI gathered and reviewed information 

from the lllinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) and from EPA Region 5 RCRA tiles. RAJ 

also reviewed publications from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 

Illinois State Geological Survey (ISGS), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), U.S. Department 

of Commerce (USDC), Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), lllinois Department of 

Commerce and Community Affairs, Illinois State Water Survey Division, and the U.S. Geological 

Survey (USGS). The VSI was conducted on June 15, 1992. It included interviews with a facility 

representative and a walk-through inspection of the facility. RAI identified one SWMU and no AOCs 

at the facility. 

The VSI is summarized and one inspection photograph is included in Attachment A. Field 

notes from the VSI are included in Attachment B. 
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2.0 FACILITY DESCRIPTION 

This section describes the facility's location; past and present operations; waste generating 

processes and waste management practices; history of documented releases; regulatory history, 

environmental setting; and receptors. 

2.1 FACILITY LOCATION 

The Columbia Aluminum facility is located at 400 E. Lincoln Highway in Chicago Heights, 

Cook County, Illinois. Figure 1 shows the location of the facility in relation to the surrounding 

topographic features (latitude 41 °30"22' Nand longitude 87"36"58' W). The facility occupies 8.45 

acres in a mixed-use area. 

The facility is bordered on the north, east, and south by commercial and industrial businesses, 

and on the west by a railroad right-of-way and a light commercial and residential mixed area. 

2.2 FACILITY OPERATIONS 

Columbia Aluminum currently operates as an aluminum dross processing facility. Aluminum 

is reclaimed primarily from skimmings and large reverberation operations, as well as from aluminum 

die casting operations. No hazardous wastes and two nonhazardous wastes, baghouse dust and slag, 

are generated at the facility and are transported to landfills for disposal. The baghouse dust is 

disposed of two to three times per week, and the slag is disposed of daily. 

Solid wastes generated from facility operations and the SWMU where they are managed are 

discussed in detail in Section 2.3. 

Columbia Aluminum has operated the facility since 1991 and employs 45 people working in a 

three-shift schedule, 24 hours per day. The 8.45-acre site consists of buildings taken over from 

Columbia Tool Steel Company (Columbia Tool). The 50,000-square-foot main building houses the 

plant manager's office and two operational furnaces. Other buildings totalling approximately 45,000 
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Columbia Aluminum Recycling 
Chicago Heights, Illinois 

Figure 1 
FACILITY LOCATION 

Scale: 1"~2000' 
Source: Modified USGS, 1973a; 1973b; 1980; 

and 1990 

O@J~ Resource Applications, Inc. 



square feet are used for storage and other offices. A parking lot is located at the guardhouse entrance 

in the southwest section of the site. 

Operations at the site began in 1973 under Columbia Tool, a tool steel bar products and 

castings manufacturer. Columbia Tool generated a hazardous, high-chromium content baghouse dust 

(K061) from the production of steel in electric furnaces. The hazardous dust was stored in 7- to 10-

cubic-yard roll-off boxes for greater than 90 days. In 1987, Columbia Tool declared bankruptcy. 

The site was purchased by Metal Mark, Inc. and its subsidiary, Columbia Aluminum, began 

operations in 1991. No information on land use prior to 1973 at the site was available. 

2.3 WASTE GENERATION AND MANAGEMENT 

The primary waste streams generated since 1991 at the Columbia Aluminum facility include 

nonhazardous bag)10use dust and nonhazardous slag. Both the baghouse dust and slag are generated 

in the main building during the smelting process. The baghouse dust is managed in the Baghouse 

Dust Agglomerator (SWMU I) and is blown directly into covered 7- to 10-cubic-yard roll-off boxes 

through flexible tubing, preventing handling and release of the waste. The baghouse dust is picked up 

two to three times a week by Sexton Contractors of Chicago Heights, Illinois, and transported to CID 

Landfill in Calumet City, Illinois. The slag is picked up once a day (or more frequently) at the point 

of generation, adjacent to the smelting furnaces, by P&H Trucking of South Holland, Illinois, and 

transported to Land and Lakes landfill of Chicago, Illinois (Columbia Aluminum, 1992b). 

The facility was inactive from 1987 to 1991. From 1973 to 1987 the site was occupied by 

Columbia Tool. Columbia Tool generated a hazardous, high-chromium content baghouse dust (K061) 

during steel production in electric furnaces. Columbia Tool used the same Baghouse Dust 

Agglomerator (SWMU I) that is currently operating at Columbia Aluminum. In 1984, in order to 

delist Columbia Tool as a hazardous waste storage facility, the Baghouse Dust Agglomerator (SWMU 

1) was RCRA closed. The hazardous baghouse dust was no longer stored on site for more than 90 

days. Columbia Tool's hazardous baghouse dust was managed in a similar manner as the current 

nonhazardous dust, with the exception that the hazardous baghouse dust was disposed of less 

frequently. Browning Ferris Industries transported the hazardous baghouse dust to a landfill in Zion, 

Illinois until Columbia Tool was permanently shut down. 
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Columbia Tool's and Columbia Aluminum's SWMU is identified in Table 1. Columbia 

Aluminum's layout, including the SWMU location, is shown in Figure 2. Columbia Tool's and 

Columbia Aluminum's waste streams are summarized in Table 2. 

2.4 IDSTORY OF DOCUMENTED RELEASES 

There is no history of documented releases to ground water, surface water, air, or on-site 

soils at this facility. 

2.5 REGULATORY IDSTORY 

Columbia Tool submitted a Notification of Hazardous Waste Activity form to EPA on 

August 13, 1980 (Columbia Tool, 1980a). The facility submitted a RCRA Part A permit application 

on November 11, 1980 as a small-quantity generator and treatment, storage, or disposal (TSD) 

facility (Columbia Tool, 1980b). This application listed the following process code and capacity: 

SOl (5,858 gallons). The application listed the following waste: K061, with an estimated annual 

generation rate of 42 tons. The SO! code refers to the Baghouse Dust Agglomerator, SWMU I, 

which was RCRA closed in 1984. A closure plan submitted to IEPA by Columbia Tool on April 3, 

1984 was rejected on May II, 1984 (!EPA, 1984a). The revised closure plan submitted on June 21, 

1984 was approved on August 23, 1984 (!EPA, 1984b). On April 3, 1985, !EPA acknowledged 

.receipt of closure certification and approved the closure (!EPA, 1985). Columbia Tool was then 

classified as a small-quantity generator of hazardous waste onJy. Minor RCRA compliance problems 

were observed at Columbia Tool during three inspections conducted by !EPA in 1982, 1986, and 

1987 pertaining to the closure plan for the facility, contingency plan and training records (!EPA, 

1982; 1986; 1987). All violations were resolved satisfactorily and no orders were issued. 

Columbia Aluminum is not a regulated facility. The facility possesses three permits: an 

IEPA construction permit for modifications to SWMU 1 (permit No. 91060105), issued September 

17, 1991 (!EPA, 1991a); a Cook County Department of Environmental Control (CCDEC) permit for 

SWMU 1 (permit No. 77829), issued December 4, 1991 (CCDEC, 1991); and an !EPA operating air 

permit for SWMU 1 and the furnaces (permit No. 89090068) issued November 4, 1991 which expires 

November 28, 1994 (!EPA, 1991b). 
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SWMU 
Number 

I 

TABLE I 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT UNITS 

SWMU Name 

Baghouse Dust 
Agglomerator 

RCRA Hazardous Waste 
Management Unit" 

Yes 

Status 

RCRA closed in 
1984, shutdown 
from 1987 to 1991, 
restarted in 1991 
and is current! y 
used for 
nonhazardous 
waste which is 
stored for less than 
90 days. 

Note: 

a A RCRA hazardous waste management unit is one that current! y requires or former! y required 
submittal of a RCRA Part A or Part B permit application. 
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Waste/EPA Waste Code" 

Columbia Aluminum Baghouse DustiN A 

Columbia Aluminum Slag/NA 

Columbia Tool Baghouse Dust/K061 

Notes: 

TABLE 2 

SOLID WASTES 

Source 

Recycling furnaces 

Recycling furnaces 

Electric furnaces 

Not applicable (NA) designates nonhazardous waste. 
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Solid Waste 
Management Unit 

SWMU 1 

Removed directly from main 
building to off-site land till 

SWMU 1 



There have been no recorded permit violations, no odor complaints from area residents, and 

the facility is not required to have a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit. No 

CERCLA activity has been performed at this facility. 

2.6 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

This section describes the climate; flood plain and surface water; geology and soils; and 

ground water in the vicinity of the facility. 

2.6.1 Climate 

The climate in Cook County is predominantly continental with frequent short period 

fluctuations in temperature, humidity, cloudiness, and wind direction (Ruffner, 1985). The average 

daily temperature is 51.4 degrees Fahrenheit ("F). The lowest average daily temperature is 20.3 'F in 

January. The highest average daily temperature is 8l.O'F in July (NOAA, 1990). 

The total annual precipitation for the county is 33.34 inches. The mean annual lake 

evaporation for the area is about 30 inches. The !-year, 24-hour maximum rainfall is 6.24 inches 

(NOAA, 1990). 

The prevailing wind is west-southwest. Average wind speed is highest in April at 12 miles 

per hour (NOAA, 1990). 

The continental weather of Cook County is partially modified by Lake Michigan. During the 

warm season there is frequently a cool lake breeze which reduces daytime temperatures near the shore 

by up to 10 degrees. In late autumn and winter, cold air masses reaching land are tempered by 

passage over the lake (NOAA, 1990). 

2.6.2 Flood Plain and Surface Water 

For flood classification purposes the facility is located in Zone C, outside the 500-year tlood 

plain (FEMA, 1979). 
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The nearest surface water body, Third Creek, is located about 0.5 mile northeast of the 

facility and is used for drainage purposes. Third Creek merges with Thorn Creek approximately 2 

miles north of the facility. About 8 miles north, Thorn Creek joins the Little Calumet River which 

empties into Lake Michigan. 

All building and site runoff on the level site is directed by surface drains and an under­

building drainage system to the Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary Sewer District line, adjacent to the 

property. 

2.6.3 Geology and Soils 

No site-specific information was available, thus, regional geological information is presented 

here. Soils in the Chicago vicinity have developed through the weathering of underlying glacial 

deposits over the past 13,500 years. The Columbia Aluminum facility exists in an area underlain by 

approximately 100 feet of glacial drift (Bergstrom and Piskin, 1975). The glacial deposits in the area 

are mainly till, which consists of pebbles, cobbles, and other coarse rock fragments set in a clay or 

silt matrix. Within the till are small lenses of outwash deposits, which are sands and gravels 

deposited by meltwater streams (Lineback and Willman, 1970). 

The uppermost bedrock beneath the facility is dolomite and limestone of Silurian age, part of 

. the Niagaran-Alexandrian series. These units are approximately 400 feet thick, and are underlain by 

300 feet of Ordovician Maquoka gray-brown shale which contains some thin layers of limestone and 

dolomite. Galena-Platteville dolomite and limestone underlies the Maquoketa shale, and is about 200 

feet thick. Beneath these rocks lie, with increasing depth, the Glenwood-St. Peter sandstones (about 

100 feet thick), the Prairie du Chien, Trempeleau, and Franconia sandy dolomites (which straddle the 

Cambrian-Ordovician boundary and are about 400 feet thick), and the deepest signiticant aquifer, the 

Ironton-Galesville sandstone (about 175 feet thick). Beneath these deposits are the Eau Claire and 

Mount Simon shales, siltstones, and sandstones underlain by Precambrian basement (Suter, et al., 

1959). 
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2.6.4 Ground Water 

Ground water in northeast Illinois exists in four major aquifer systems. The systems are, in 

order of descending depth: the glacial drift system, the shallow bedrock system, the Cambrian­

Ordovician system, and the Mt. Simon system (Willman, 1971). 

In the shallow unconsolidated deposits of the glacial drift system, lateral t1ow is generally 

dependent on the local topography which has been modified by urban development. Ground water 

flow is generally towards the nearest surface water body (Cravens and. Zahr, 1990). Near Columbia 

Aluminum, the ground water flows northeast. 

The shallow bedrock system consists mainly of Silurian dolomite. Movement within the 

Silurian dolomite occurs in joints, fissures, solution cavities, and bedding plane openings. Regional 

ground water movement within the Silurian system of northeastern Illinois tends to be from the 

northwest towards the southeast (Cravens and Zahr, 1990). 

The deep bed aquifer systems, comprised mainly of sandstones and dolomites, include the 

Cambrian-Ordovician and Mt. Simon aquifer systems. The major aquifers in the deep systems are the 

Glenwood-St. Peter, Ironton-Galesville (both part of the Cambrian-Ordovician system), and Mt. 

Simon Sandstones (Hughes, eta!., 1966). Recharge to the Cambrian-Ordovician system occurs in 

areas of outcrop, shallow cover by glacial drift, and from leakage downward through the shallow 

bedrock system. Recharge to the Mt. Simon aquifer occurs from an outcrop region located in central 

southern Wisconsin (Willman, 1971). 

The communities surrounding Columbia Aluminum receive their water supply from Lake 

Michigan. No information was available on industrial ground water wells. 

2.7 RECEPTORS 

The facility occupies 8.45 acres in a mixed'use area in Chicago Heights, Illinois. Chicago 

Heights has a population of about 33,000 (Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Atlairs 

(IDCCA), 1991). 
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The facility is bordered on the nortb, east, and south by commercial and industrial businesses, 

and on the west by a railroad right-of-way and a light commercial and residential mixed area. The 

nearest school, St. Joseph's Elementary, is located about 0.75 mile west of the facility. 

Facility access is controlled by continuous 15-foot barbed-wire fencing, and a guard house 

located at the entrance gate. 

The nearest surface water body, Third Creek, is located 0.5 mile northeast of the facility and 

is used for drainage purposes. Drinking water is obtained from the municipal water supply system 

which draws from Lake Michigan (IOCCA, 1991). 

Ground water is not used as a private water supply. There are no drinking water wells in the 

vicinity of the facility. 

Sensitive environments are located within the vicinity of the facility. The facility is 

surrounded by municipal forest preserves approximately 1.5 miles to tbe nortb, west, and southwest. 
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3.0 SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT UNITS 

This section describes tbe one SWMU identified during tbe PAJVSL The following 

information is presented for tbe SWMU: description of tbe unit, dates of operation, wastes managed, 

release controls, history of documented releases, and RAI's observations. Figure 2 shows tbe SWMU 

location. 

SWMUl 

Unit Description: 

Date of Startup: 

Date of Closure: 

Wastes Managed: 

Release Controls: 

History of 
Documented Releases: 

Baghouse Dust Agglomerator 

The Baghouse Dust Agglomerator is located outdoors on tbe east side 

of tbe former melt shop building. The metal unit is a Wheelabrator 4 

module, negative pressure, two compartment bag type dust collector. 

The theoretical capacity of 130,000 cubic feet per minute (cfm) is 

accomplished by twin 65,000 cfm blowers (see Photograph No. 1). 

This unit began operation under Columbia Tool on December 31, 

1973. From 1987 to 1991 tbe facility was inactive. The unit began 

operation again in 1991 under Columbia Aluminum. 

The unit was RCRA closed in 1984, and shutdown in 1987. In 1991 

tbe unit was started under Columbia Aluminum. The unit is currently 

active. 

This unit currently manages a nonhazardous dust. It formerly 

managed a hazardous dust (K061) from 1973 to 1987. 

The dust is blown directly into covered storage containers tbrough 

flexible tubing, preventing human contact and release to tbe 

environment. 

No releases from tbis unit have been documented. 
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Observations: One 7- to 10-cubic-yard roll-off box was full, and another was being 

filled during the VS!. RAI noted no evidence of release. 
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4.0 AREAS OF CONCERN 

No AOCs were identified during the PA/VSI, and there is no history of documented releases 

at this facility. 
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The PAIVSI identified one SWMU and no AOCs at the Columbia Aluminum facility. 

Background information on the facility's location; operations; waste generating processes and waste 

management practices; history of documented releases; regulatory history; environmental setting; and 

receptors is presented in Section 2.0. SWMU-specific information, such as the unit's description, 

dates of operation, wastes managed, release controls, history of documented releases, and observed 

condition, is presented in Section 3.0. Following are RAJ's conclusions and recommendations for the 

SWMU. Table 3, at the end of this section, summarizes the SWMU at the facility and the 

recommended further actions. 

SWMUl 

Conclusions: 

Recommendations: 

Baghouse Dust Agglomerator 

The potential for release to ground water, surface water, air, and on-site soils 

is low. The unit, currently operated by Columbia Aluminum, manages a 

nonhazardous waste which is blown directly into covered storage containers 

and emptied two to three thnes per week. From 1987 to 1991 the unit did not 

operate. From 1973 to 1987, the facility was operated by Columbia Tool and 

the unit managed a hazardous, high-chromium content dust (K061). No 

history of releases exists for the life of this unit. 

RAI recommends no further action for this SWMU at this time. 
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SWMU 

1. Baghouse Dust 
Agglomerator 

TABLE 3 

SWMU SUMMARY 

Dates of Operation 

1973 to 1987; 
199! to present 

19 

Evidence of Release 

None 

Ef\!FO 

Recommended 
Further Action 

None 
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ATTACHMENT A 

VISUAL SITE INSPECTION SUMMARY AND PHOTOGRAPHS 



VISUAL SITE INSPECTION SUMMARY 

Date: 

Primary Facility Representative: 

Representative Telephone No.: 

Columbia Aluminum Recycling, Ltd. 
400 E. Lincoln Hwy. 

Chicago Heights, Illinois 60411 
ILD 005 144 233 

June 15, 1992 

Jim Dillon, Columbia Aluminum Recycling Ltd., Vice­
President 

(708) 758-8888 

Additional Facility Representatives: Larry Lipa, Plant Manager 

Inspection Team: 

Photographer: 

Weather Conditions: 

Summary of Activities: 

Catherine F. Tolley, Resource Applications, Inc. (RAJ) 
Laura Czajkowski, RAI 

C. Tolley, RAI 

Partly sunny, temperature about 68°F 

The visual site inspection (VSI) began at 8:30a.m. with an 
introductory meeting. The inspection team explained the 
purpose of the VSI and the agenda for the visit. The facility 
representative then discussed the facility's current operations, 
solid wastes generated, and release history. The facility 
representative provided the inspection team with copies of 
requested documents. However, the representative could 
provide no information about past operations at the facility. 

The VSI tour began at 9:30 a.m., and consisted of viewing the 
Baghouse Dust Agglomerator (SWMU 1), walking through the 
main building, and briefly touring the remainder of the 
facility. SWMU I, located outside on flat ground on the east 
side of the former melt shop building, was in operation. A 
photoionization detector (PID) was used during the VSl and 
found no detectable volatile hydrocarbons. 

The tour concluded at 11:00 a.m., after which the inspection 
team held an exit meeting with the facility representative. The 
VSI was completed and the inspection team left the facility at 
noon. 

A-1 



Photograph No. 1 
Orientation: North 
Description: Baghouse Dust Agglomerator 

A-2 

Location: SWMU 1 
Date: June 15, 1992 



ATTACHMENT B 

VISUAL SITE INSPECTION FIELD NOTES 
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